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MENC has a new 
name: NAfME , National Association for Music Education. If you have not checked out the website 
lately, you may be surprised. Join Groundswell for advocacy updates and information and check out 

Make Your Case Database. If you have a battle to fight, you may need the information collected there. 
http://www.menc.org/ 

There are now 2 full time lobbyists working for NAfME in Washington, DC. 
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Music Education Advocacy Day in Harrisburg 
¥ Tuesday, Oct.4 Kick off Ceremony at 10:30 am. We should be done around 5:00 pm. 
¥ There will be 2 webinars before that date. One to inform you how to speak to a legislator and the 

other, how to get an appointment with a legislator. 
¥ They are trying to get Mrs. Corbett to be the keynote speaker 
¥ The 3 key talking points (what we are asking): 

a. A graduation requirement for the arts 
b. Teacher assessment - to be involved in that process 
c. Ensure music as core and standard assessments 

If you are interested in attending, contact me ASAP!  Music education has become a subject that 
is treated as an extra-curricular element of instruction, whereas it should be at the core of every 
schoolÕs curriculum.  Countless studies support the importance of a strong music program in our 
public schools. 
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At the State Executive Meeting, we were once again reminded  that the 

All -State Vocal Jazz and Instrumental Jazz applicants are diminishing.  If 

you have students interested in participating in these ensembles, 

application instructions are available on the State PMEA site.  
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Advocacy Information 
Special thanks to Glenn Cameron, Band/Chorus Director at Conneaut Valley High School for 
volunteering as District 2Õs new Advocacy Representative. If you have any ideas, news or 
suggestions, please contact Glenn at gcameron@conneautsd.org. 

 
The information below was sent from Rich Victor, PMEAÕs Advocacy Chair. If you are not a 
member of PLAN, please consider joiningÉ  
 
 
JOIN PLAN: The PMEA Leadership Advocacy Network by 
sending an email to RVictor@pds4me.com (Use home email 
rather than school email to insure delivery of messages) 
 
If you are on Facebook, then JOIN THE FACEBOOK PAGE 
(search for PLAN: The PMEA Leadership Advocacy Network) 
http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=103712927268 
 
All members are encouraged to post items on the wall. It's a great 
way to share links to news stories and videos, and to ask for 
assistance in your local advocacy efforts. 
 
If you are on Twitter, please follow Richard Victor at http:// 
twitter.com/pds4me. Add hashtag #PMEA to all tweets that will be of interest to 
PMEA members. 

 
 
District 2 Events Calendar 

DATE EVENT LOCATION HOST 

NOV 11-12, 2011 JUNIOR HIGH DIST CHORUS CORRY HS KIM SMRCKA 

JAN 11-14, 2012 SENIOR HIGH DISTRICT 
BAND 

UNION CITY HS JERRY BLACK 

JAN 25-28, 2012 SENIOR HIGH DISTRICT 
CHORUS 

WARREN AREA HS ROB PIERCE 

FEB 8-11, 2012 DISTRICT ORCHESTRA BEAVER HS (D5) KRISTINA GRAHAM 

FEB 16-18, 2012 DISTRICT JAZZ BAND OTTO ELDRED HS AMBER WEBSTER 

FEB 23-25, 2012 REGION BAND (concert @ noon) WEST SHAMOKIN HS  

MAR 7-10, 2012 REGION CHORUS RIDGEWAY AREA SD THERESA PALMER 

Mar 21-24, 2012 Region Orchestra Mars HS (D5)  

Apr 13-14, 2012 Junior High Dist Band Cambridge Springs Jeff Beltz 



!

!

PMEA continues to be  a strong proponent of music 
education in Pennsylvania because it is comprised of music 

edu cators that care deeply for our art form.  We know 
that time is a dwindling commodity; however, your 

participation in our organization is a vital  investment that 
wil l help strengthen the fabric that is PMEA.  

 

More info from the summer conferenceÉ  

¥ The SAS Portal is a tool for Pa. educators to take advantage of Ð if you havenÕt looked 
at it lately, you might be impressed with the information available to you. 

¥ If you have any advocacy ideas, pass them along to Rich Victor Ð we are facing 
difficult times in music education 

¥ New governance structure Ð D2 needs representation at state meetings from a Festival 
Coordinator and a Fest Coordinator 

¥ All participants at Fests and Junior High Festivals should receive a certificate 
¥ Festival Host Manual is now online and is considered policy 
¥ Fest Event Resource Guide is now online Ð goal is outlined on page 1 
¥ Festival participation is at the discretion of the sponsoring director 
¥ Some districts are experiencing problems with participation of students from teachers 

who are not state certified educators, but who operate private studios or after school 
programs.  Can we offer a level of certification in PMEA to bring validity to their 
submission of students to festivals?   

¥ Directors are encouraged to utilize a defensible rubric when selecting students to 
participated in festivals 

¥ The etude ÒequalizerÓ for 10th and 11th grade All-State instrumentalists will be 
available online to prepare and will be used to determine participation in the MENC 
All-Eastern ensemble Ð downloadable for teachers and students 

¥ Reconsidering the instrument distribution charts for the State Wind Ensemble and All-
State Band 

¥ Applications for Future Honors Music Symposium ($350) have been declining Ð 
encourage students who qualify to apply 

¥ Copyright statement must be printed in ALL PMEA event programs 

Apr 18-21, 2012 All-State Conference Lancaster Ð Messiah 
College 

 

May 7, 2012 IU5 Elem Band Fest Corry Gary Johnston and Brian 
McGowen 

May 17, 2012 IU9 Elem Band Fest Northern Potter 
ChildrenÕs School 

Darlene Sitler 

 IU9 Chorus Fest Coudersport Patricia Symans 
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¥ PMEA is developing an advocacy network with businesses friendly to public music 
education 

¥ Budget - anticipated reduction in conference attendance, fewer dues due to losses of 
positions, etc.  We show a deficit in the budget this year, however, there should be no 
problem making budget when rollover funds are added.  Districts should consider 
helping by offsetting some of the expenses for officersÕ travel and hotel. 

¥ All-State Conference in Lancaster Ð plan to attend! 
¥ Act 48 requirements have been suspended for two years and the deadlines for filling 

those hours has been adjusted accordingly.  PMEA will continue offer hours at our 
events. 

¥ Eastern Division locations Ð  
o 2013: Hartford, CT - takes place 1 week prior to PMEA All-State         
o 2015: Providence, RI - takes place after our PMEA All-State 

¥ NAfME (National Ass ociation for Music Education) is the new name and acronym 
of MENC.  At the national level, they have formed councils similar to our 
restructuring. !
    - There are offices open to Pa. music educators on the national board.!
    - National office is working closely with the states and recognizes the importance of 
state participation.  Much improved relations!!
    -CAMUS is a new digital networking system that improves the sharing of information 
between state and national offices.!
    - National Roundtable discussion advocacy initiative - very interested in serving the 
needs of the states! 
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ÒMusic's the medicine of the mind.Ó  ~John A. Logan 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
Vice-President Ð Shawn Hofmann, Ridgeway High 
School 
Past-President Ð Glenn Cameron, Conneaut Valley 
High School 
Treasurer/Policy Chairman Ð Bob Reid, Seneca High 
School 
Webmaster/Secretary Ð Rob Pearce, Warren Area 
High School 
Data/Tech. Coordinator Ð Pat Baldwin, Saegertown 
High School 
C/I Chairman Ð Kit Howell ,  Edinboro University 
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